Hollywood Gin

The following is taken virtually word for word from COHEN’S COMPLETE BOOK OF GIN RUMMY, By Leo E. Cohen with Robert Scharff.

“Over the years, in order to add interest to the game of gin rummy, variations were added to the system of scoring. The first and most important variation, which has remained a prime function of the game, is the so-called Hollywood Gin, which is merely a form of scoring. In Hollywood Gin, you are playing three columns. That is, three games at a time are played instead of one. The first hand you win or your opponent wins is scored only in the first column. The second hand is scored in the first and second columns, and the third hand and all subsequent hands in all three columns until any or all of these games have been ended. If the first column is over before the second, subsequent scores are only scored in the unfinished games. The same applies when two columns are over. “  

This is how Weller learned and played gin on business trips and other occasions. He modifies some of the other rules to suit the situation, for example, he only plays to 100 points with Fonsia and he doesn’t use some of the more complicated scoring elements of the Hollywood method such as “boxes.”  











